
OFFERING/OFFERING SONG         “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”  v-3                        ELW #619 
 

He lives to grant me rich supply; he lives to guide me with his eye; 
he lives to comfort me when faint; he lives to hear my soul's complaint. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH      L) Lord in your Mercy.         C) Hear our Prayer. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION  

 Words of Institution 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Distribution of the Sacrament         

 Communion Blessing 

 Benediction  
 

CLOSING HYMN                              “Lead ON, O King Eternal!”                                         ELW  #805 
1 Lead on, O King eternal! The day of march has come; henceforth in fields of conquest 
 your tents will be our home. Through days of preparation your grace has made us strong; 
 and now, O King eternal, we lift our battle song. 
 

2 Lead on, O King eternal, till sin's fierce war shall cease, and holiness shall whisper 
 the sweet amen of peace; for not with swords loud clashing, nor roll of stirring drums, 
 but deeds of love and mercy the heav'nly kingdom comes. 
 

3 Lead on, O King eternal: we follow, not with fears, for gladness breaks like morning 
 where'er your face appears. Your cross is lifted o'er us; we journey in its light; 
 the crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of might! 
 
THE SENDING          L) Go in peace. Serve the Lord and others!            C) Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 
“Benton and Willow Creek Lutheran Churches” 

May 11th, 2025 
Vicar Kendra Kappler and Pastor Renae Boehmer 

Accompanists: David Olson, Willow Creek and Jill Rye, Benton 
PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. (silence for reflection) 
 

Loving God, we confess that at times we do not share in the joy of the resurrection but are 
caught in the worries of the world. We confess that we do not always live in the spirit of new 
life but remain discontent, grumbling and anxious. Forgive us for not sharing in the Good 
News. Forgive us when we find it more comfortable to worry and complain than to risk the joy 
and encouragement of new life in Christ. Call us back to Your ways, O God, to seek hope and 
reconciliation, restoration and peace. In the name of the Risen Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 
Christ is Risen! The stone is rolled away, the tomb found empty. Mary calls out, “I have seen the 
Lord!” We have seen Christ, too, in every helping hand, in every heartfelt gift, in every choice to 
restore life in this world. We are called to this new life, a life of forgiveness and reconciliation. You are 
forgiven; know that God loves you and desires great joy for your life. Walk forward on this journey of 
faith in confidence and hope. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN                              “Blessed Assurance”                                          ELW #638 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

Refrain 
 This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior, all the day long: 
 this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
 angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 



3 Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
 watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 
 
Prayer of the Day 
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of 
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we 
may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON      PSALM 23 
 1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 
 3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake. 
 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and    
your staff —  they comfort me. 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the LORD my whole life long. 

L) Word of God, Word of Life.              All) Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING        Revelation 7:9-17 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our 
God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are 
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night 
within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 
 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of 
the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
L) Word of God, Word of Life         All) Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                 “Jesus Loves Me!”                                         ELW #595 
 

                                                     (song to be sung as children come forward)   
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bibe tells me so;  
little ones to him belong, they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                    “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”                          ELW #512 
 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON              John 10:22-30 
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, 
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I 
have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but 
you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, 
and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out 
of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of 
the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 
L) Word of God, Word of Life.              All) Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                                 “I Can’t Hear You”                          Pastor Renae Boehmer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                     ELW #789 
 
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care. 
 In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your fold prepare. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 
 

2 We are yours; in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 
 keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 
 

3 You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; 
 you have mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you. 
 

4 Early let us seek your favor, early let us do your will; 
 blessed Lord and only Savior, with your love our spirits fill. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                ELW page 105 

 
SHARING THE PEACE       L) The peace of Christ be with you all.  C) And also with you 
 


